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world, it is not a mere nothing, as some
Buddhist philosophers hold; nor is it alto-
gether illusive, as some of the later Vedantists
thought, who were therefore called Crypto-
buddhists (Pra^&Sanna-bauddhas). This is the
peculiar excellence of the Vedanta philosophers,
that they always see reality behind the unreal.
Thus they distinguish between the qualified
(sagima) and the unqualified (agu#a) Brahman,
and they allow a qualified Brahman for all prac-
tical purposes (vyavahira), and more particularly
for the purpose of worship (upasana), because
in a state of worship the human mind requires
a qualified and objective God, a God the Father
or the Creator, though that Father can be a
person only, a pratfka or face, as the Brahmans
call it, of the Divine Substance, using the same
simile of face, persona or person, which is well
kno\vn to us from the writings of the early
Fathers of the Church. Thus Brahmdn may
be worshipped as tavara or Lord, as a conditioned
personal God, and yet be known as in his sub-
stance high above all conditions and limits inherent
in personality. The Vedanta philosopher may
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